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Sermon Notes  St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

24 January 2010 

Preacher 

The Reverend Chris Albany 

Rector 
Readings:   Nehemiah 8.1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12.12-31; Luke 4.14-21 
 

Being Christ for others 

Comment by parishioner when asked if there were any comments to make about St Mark’s for the 

Parish Planning Day on 31 January 2010. No not really I am a follower not a leader. Now whilst 

Corinthians passage makes it quite clear that we all do have different functions and some are called 

to leadership it also makes it clear that we are all participants and that all contributions are equally 

important. Follower does not mean being passive, not an opt out of responsibility – not suggesting 

that person was – they in fact had just said were coming to planning day – so whether leader or 

follower we all need to see ourselves as participants and sharing in responsibility for the life and 

well being of the whole = parish = body of Christ. Implies that we are to continue the ministry of 

Jesus – help people experience the good news of the Gospel = liberation, freedom, healing 

inclusion. 

Raises the Question in what way and how are we to be Christ in and for the world? 

One way to answer that? is to ask who has been Christ to us in our lives. Elicit responses 

(After some thought people began to get up tell their stories to the group: one about a friend who 

stayed put through a long illness while everyone went away; one said her husband, others of Sunday 

school teachers. Most of the stories were of comfort, compassion and helping.)  

Claude Mostowik tells the story of a group being asked a similar question “It was all very nice until 

one woman stood up and said, ‘Well, the first thing I thought about when I tried to think who had 

been Christ to me was, “who in my life has told me the truth so clear that I wanted to kill him for 

it?”’  

This woman burst the bubble of the group. She was onto something that many of us forget at times: 

that Christ is not only the one who comforts us but is also the one who challenges and upsets us, 

who tells us the truth so clearly that we will do appalling things to make him shut up. If this is not 

believable, then it may be because we have not recognised Christ in some of the offensive people 

God puts in our way. Though not all, some pull at our chains and upset our equilibrium so that we 

do not confuse our own ideas of God with the real God. To avoid this some people will associate 

with like minded people or at least people who will not ask too many questions. 

In the gospel, Jesus was one of those offensive people. He reminded his listeners that God’s sense 

of community is bigger than theirs was. In what follows on from today’s Gospel he offended them 

by telling them not one but two stories about God who passed over them and their kind in order to 

minister to strangers – the widow from the wrong side of town in Zarephath, then Naaman the 

Syrian, an officer in an enemy army. 
22

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words 

that came from his mouth.(an echo of v 15 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone.) They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 
23

He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will 

quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home 

town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ 
24

And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no 

prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town. 
25

But the truth is, there were many widows in 

Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there 

was a severe famine over all the land; 
26

yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 

Zarephath in Sidon. 
27

There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
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none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’ 
28

When they heard this, all in the synagogue 

were filled with rage. 
29

They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill 

on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 
30

But he passed through the 

midst of them and went on his way. One minute Jesus is a favourite son and then a degenerate 

stranger, who offended them and needed to be killed.  We can be very sensitive to being told our 

enemies are God’s friends. 

A Jesus who only makes us comfortable is not the Jesus of the Bible = is not Jesus. 

Any one like to share any other examples of people being Christ for you – perhaps in a more 

disturbing, making uncomfortable way? 

We have heard Some good examples of people being Christ for others – hopefully they will help 

you as you take up the task of being Christ for others – as we are called to do not just individually 

but collectively – our planning day next week is designed to help us do that more intentionally, 

creatively – to build on our strengths but also honestly acknowledge our weaknesses and failures 

and seek to find ways of addressing them together. One final point – for me it is the central message 

that Paul is trying to get a cross in those verses from 1 Corinthians 12 – that every single persons 

contribution is vital – that if each person is not doing their bit then the body cannot function 

properly – that is, we cannot fully be church that our mission and ministry in the world will be 

diminished, impoverished, hindered. So please don’t think you are not important you are – we need 

you and what you have to offer if we are to fulfill our calling to be church – the body of Christ in 

and for the world. 

 

_______________________ 


